Vimentin and cytokeratin pattern in granular corneal dystrophy.
Corneal granular dystrophy is usually classified as a hereditary stromal disease of the cornea. Some investigations, however, have indicated an epithelial rather than a stromal origin of the granular deposits. In early stages and in recurrences of granular dystrophy after keratoplasty, the deposits are most often found in the upper microlayers of the cornea and even intraepithelially. In this study we tried to identify immunohistochemical epithelial markers in the corneal granular deposits. A positive reaction with anti-cytokeratin 18 and polyclonal anti-vimentin were found both in the corneal epithelium and in the granular deposits. The immunohistochemical findings support the hypothesis of an epithelial origin of the corneal deposits in granular dystrophy.